
AGENDA 

Willoughby Public School P&C Annual General Meeting 

7.00 PM, Wednesday 22 August 2018 

Staff Room, Level 1, Administration Building at the School 

 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

2. CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 

3. ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA 

4. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

5. SCHOOL EXECUTIVE REPORT including update on Principal’s appointment 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

7. SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

• STATUS UPDATE 

• SCHOOL IMPACT MANAGEMENT 

• COMMUNITY BUILDING PARTNERSHIP GRANT  

8. BUSINESS ARISING 

• SPONSORSHIPS refer attached newspaper article 

• REPORT ON TERM 2 EVENTS 

a. MOTHERS DAY STALL 

b. PARENTS TRIVIA NIGHT 

• UPCOMING EVENTS 

a. FATHERS DAY STALL 29 AUGUST 

b. FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

• CLUB ADMINISTRATION 

9. TREASURER’S REPORT 

10. SUB-COMMITTEES’ REPORTS 

11. COMMUNICATIONS IN AND OUT 

12. OTHER BUSINESS 

13. MEETING CLOSE 
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Doug Conway, North Shore Times
August 1, 2018 4:32pm

Subscriber only

ONE family has offered to match contributions up to a total of $20,000 for
Artarmon Public School’s building fund, in addition to an “extremely generous
donation” it has already made.

The fund has already raised $35,000 to buy sound, lighting and AV equipment for the school’s
new hall.

“It will allow our school performances, assemblies and community events to have a very
professional and high quality look and feel,” said Principal Louise Green in a newsletter
thanking parents for their support.

The family, which wishes to remain anonymous, told the North Shore Times: “We were happy
to contribute. So many children will benefit and enjoy using this facility.

Artarmon Public School P&C President Daniel McDougall is full of praise for the area’s strong col,laborative spirit.

NORTH SHORE

Donations above and beyond the norm
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Artarmon Public School, where “everyone’s contribution is valued”, according to an anonymous family offering to
donate up to $20,000.

“Our family has enjoyed being a part of the school community for many years. It is a
community where dedicated teachers and families work together for the benefit of all the
children and where everyone’s contribution is valued.

“The new classrooms, playground and hall have come about due to a huge effort from the P
and C and the school, and will ensure that Artarmon Public is well placed to deliver an
excellent standard of education for years to come.”

P and C President Daniel McDougall said the hall was a “wonderful example” of a strong
community ethic.

“What we have found at Artarmon is that by working together we can see the difference our
fundraising and advocacy makes. This has led to really strong support.”
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How much money parents volunteer at north shore public schools

The tax-deductible building fund donation is different from voluntary contributions which
most schools ask for. But it comes amid reports that parents are being pressured statewide
into paying “voluntary” contributions, with some principals putting EFTPOS machines on the
table at  parent-teacher interviews.

The  optional fees, ranging from $50 to $250 per child, allowed the 2,231 NSW public schools
last year to receive $34.1 million — up by about $2 million from 2016 — for additional
resources including ESL teaching, sports equipment and technology.

The Education Department says voluntary contributions must be confidential, and principals
must ensure that no student or family suffers any discrimination or embarrassment if they do
not make them. Mr McDougall agreed, saying: “Voluntary contributions at Artarmon are
exactly that, voluntary.

“It’s an individual family decision on the level of contribution they are able to make and that is
entirely appropriate and as it should be. If people are either unable or decide not to contribute
that is absolutely their decision.”

That is borne out by the experience of one Artarmon parent, Chantal van der Merwe, who said
she contributed time and effort in fundraising activities rather than paying up to $250 extra.

“You do as much as you can but $250 seems a lot,” she said. “But I didn’t feel I was under
pressure to pay it.”
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